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River Tyne Giant Hogweed Eradication Programme



  

Shared Sections

 50 miles of the main river & 
tributaries 

 Split into sections of 2-5 miles

 Shared amongst ~20 volunteers

 Each person has a section (or 2!)

 Ideally survey in pairs for safety

– (& companionship!)



  

When to Survey?

 3 or 4 times between April & July

 You choose the day and time

 How long does it take?

 Can take an hour to check a kilometer
 Depends on terrain
 And you need to return to your start point 

(or have an understanding driver partner!)



  

Thorough (its not a walk in park!)
 We need to spot every single plant

– its much easier to treat immatures

– a single flowering one missed

– can create dozens/hundreds of new plants
 Nearly always within feet of waters edge

 Sometimes hard to spot

– masked by other vegetation

– or a steep bank

So where you cannot see:

– If safe, wade with wellies

– And/or survey from the other bank

– And/or use Binoculars

– Or let us know, and someone will go out with waders



  

Record – What & How

 Record the plant Type, Size, Number, Bank (NSEW), Date, 
Initials, & any other useful locator info

 Record with smartphone, eg with
– GPS Compass Navigator app (Android)

– MotionX-GPS (Apple)

– even an OS map & a pencil! 

 Email to us to consolidate onto THE online map



  

Remember!

 We are just locating plants, not removing them

 that is the landowners job
 farmers regularly spraying anyway
 & have the expertise & licenses

 Our main focus is Giant Hogweed

– Other invasives around

• Japanese Knotweed

• Himalayan Balsam

– Record also if spotted



  

Training

 Training Sessions

 We will organise a meet-up or two
 Sometime in March
 To practise:

 identifying the plant
 recording it
 sharing the results.
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